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Traditional Wooden Houses 

Row House Type Wooden Houses
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Gujarat Traditional wooden houses
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Gujarat Traditional wooden houses
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Gujarat Traditional wooden houses
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Gujarat Traditional wooden houses
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Gujarat Traditional wooden houses



jay thakkarD e c o d i n g  C r a f t  E x p r e s s i o n s :  W o o d  C a r v i n g s  o f  T r a d i t i o n a l  H o u s e s  o f  G u j a r a t

29

Decoding Craft Expressions

Wood Carving Craft
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Ornamentation

Facade, traditional house,  Gujarat

Front elevation

Wood Carving Craft
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Value

Ornamentation type 

Technique

Material

Issues

Composit ion

Style

Analysis  of 
Expressions

Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Methods of 
recording

Photography

Field Drawings

Analysis  of 
Expressions

Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Technical   Drawings

Study of ornamentation details, GujaratStudy of brackets, Gujarat
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Wood

Sag (Teak)
Sisam (Black Wood)
Chandan (Sandalwood)
Haldarvo 
Sevan (White Teak)
Limbada (Neem)
Baval  (Babul)

Material
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Carving

Technique

Relief  carving

Undercutting

Incised carving

Sculpturesque carving

Pierced carving
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Motifs

Bands

Patterns

Finite  Designs

Figural  Motifs

classical  forms /  forms 

depicting narrative /  popular 

f igural  forms /  folk  forms / 

animal  forms

floral  forms /  palmettes  forms

simple & complex 

geometrical  forms /  objects

Natural  Motifs

Geometric  Motifs

Finite  Bands

Infinite  Bands

Organic  Patterns

Geometric  Patterns

Ornamentation type 
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Finite  Designs

Motifs  when used singularly  or  in  a  c luster  form in a  s imple or 

ornate manner,  produces a  design around which a  boundary 

can be drawn and is  f inite  in  extent.  Such bounded designs are 

known as  ‘ f inite  designs’
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Motifs

Figural  Motifs

Natural  Motifs

Geometric  Motifs

f i g u r a l  f o r m s p o p u l a r  f o r m s

f i g u r a l  f o r m s p o p u l a r  f o r m s

n a t u r a l  f o r m s f l o r a l  f o r m s

n a t u r a l  f o r m s f l o r a l  f o r m s

g e o m e t r i c  f o r m s o b j e c t s
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Bands

Finite  Bands Infinite  Bands
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Facade entablature details, traditional house, Gujarat

Facade entablature details, traditional house, Gujarat

Patterns

Organic  Patterns Geometric  Patterns
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Organizing Principles

Intuit ive methods

Translation

Rotation

Reflection

Glide Reflection

Composit ion
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Time

Mid 16 th to  late  17 th century 
(from 275 to 425 years)

Late 17 th to  early  19 th century 
(from 150 to 275 years)

19th to early  20 th century 
( last  150 years)

Composite  style
Eclectic  style
Art  deco

Style
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Mid 16 th to  late  17 th century 
(from 275 to 425 years)
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Late 17 th to  early  19 th century 
(from 150 to 275 years)
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

19th to early  20 th century 
( last  150 years)
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Placement

Meaning

Workmanship

Structural  Logic
Aesthetic  Logic
Cultural  Logic

Ritual ist ic
Popular 
Ornamental

Ski l l
Density
Material  exploration

Value
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Placement

Structural  Logic
Aesthetic  Logic
Cultural  Logic
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Meaning

Ritual ist ic
Popular 
Ornamental
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Decoding Craft Expressions Wood Carving Craft

Workmanship

Skil l
Density
Material  exploration
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Design Interventions

Craftspeople
Working with Craftspeople
Activit ies   related to crafts
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jay thakkarm ā t r ā  :  w a y s  o f  m e a s u r i n g  v e r n a c u l a r  b u i l t  f o r m s  o f  h i m a c h a l  p r a d e s h 

Traditional craftspeople at work, Himachal PradeshCurrent Scenario Craftspeople
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Current Scenario Working with Craftspeople
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Current Scenario Activit ies   related to crafts

Space Making Craft  (SMC)  Workshops

Wood Turned Lacquer  Crafts  of  Dholka
C r a f t s p e o p l e :  5 ,  S t u d e n t s  5 : ,  D u r a t i o n :  1 5  d a y s ,  O u t p u t :  1  i n t e r a c t i v e 
c a t a l o g i n g  p a r t i t i o n

 
Bamboo Crafts  of  Kotwalia  Community,  Dang

C r a f t s p e o p l e :  2 5 ,  S t u d e n t s  2 5 :  D u r a t i o n :  1 5  d a y s  O u t p u t :  2 4   i n n o v a t i v e 
p r o d u c t s  c a t e r i n g  t o   u r b a n ,  r u r a l  a n d  h i g h  e n d  m a r k e t

Space Making Craft  (SMC)  Documentation

Gujarat  Tradit ional  House Documentation
D a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  M a p p i n g  d a t a  o n  g o g g l e  m a p . 
P r e l i m i n a r y  f i e l d  v i s i t s  t o  S i d h p u r  a n d  P a t a n ,  C r a f t  M a n u a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s

National
Indian Institute of  Craft  & Design,  Jaipur
Eklavya Foundation
Tapini  Bamboo Development Centres  (TBDC)
Rhizome Consortium

International
T U Delft ,  The Netherlands
University  of  Melbourne,  Austral ia

Activit ies  of  DICRC for  crafts  related to tradit ional  interior  architecture

Collaboration of  DICRC with national  and international  organization/institute
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